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VETO MESSAGE.
Message from the President of the Uniled
States,

Seriate the bill entitled * An act
pubdlic lands to the several

Returning to the

makin, ne of ; !
m}sr‘ “km'ﬂ{ of indigent insane persons,
with a siatement of rl’r objections which have ve-

guired lim to witihold from it his approval.

s e UsiTep SraTes:
Tu'j‘;?bgzl“:;?tlletl “An act making a grant of
public lands to the several _§latt_-.a for the benefit
of indigent insane persons, which was present-
ed to me on the 2Tth ultimo, has been maturely
considered, and is returned to the Senate, the
house in which it eriginated, with a statement
of the objections which hnvle required me to

ithhold from it my approval,
mlilxl:hthe porfomanie I:)‘;' this duty, preseribed
by the Constitution, I have been compelled to
regst the deep sympathies of my own heart
in favor of the humane purpose sought to be
hed, and to overcome the reluctance

accomplis )
with which I dissent from the conclusions of

the two houses of Congress, and present my

owa opinions in opposition to the action of a

co-ordinate branch of the government which
sses so fully my confidence and respect.

« If, in presenting my objections to this bill, 1

ghould say more than strictly belongs to the

measure, or is required for the discharge of my

of the needy or otherwise unfortunate mem-

R

ignty as they chose to dele to the gen-
::::ig:t;t'ernmnrft. With this %1‘::, and to this
end, the fathers of the republic framed the
Constitution, in and by which the i dent
and sovercign States united themselves for cer-
tain specified objects and and for
those only, leaving all powers fiot therein set
ibrthnseou:'; S saoite: i
three t departments—the legislative, the
execuﬁ{:annd %e judicial—indubitably with
the States. And when the people of the seve-
ral States had in their State couventions, and
thus alone, given effect and foree to the Con-
stitution, nmﬁ not content that any doubt should
in future arise as to the scope and chavacler
of this net, they engrafted thereon the explicit
declaration that *the powers not delegated to
the United States hy the Counstitution, nor pro-
hibited by it to the States, are reserved to
the States respectively, or to the people,”
can it be controverted that the great mass
of the business of government, that in-
volved in the socinl relations the internal ar-
rangements of the body politic, the mental and
morsl culture of men, the development of local

in general, the preservation of order, the relief

bers of society, did, in practice, remain with
the States; that none of these objects, of local
concern are by the Constitution expressly or
impliedly prohibited to the States ; and that
none of them are, by any express language of
the Constitution, transferred to the [United

official obligation, let it be attributed to o sin-
cere desire to justify my act before those whose
good opinion I so highly value, and to that
carnestness which springs from my deliberate
conviction that a strict adberence to the terms
and purposes of the federal compact offers the
best, if’ not the only, security for the preserva-
tion of our blessed inheritance of represeuta-
tive liberlf'. -

The bill provides in substance :

First. That ten willions of acres of land be
granted to the several States, to be appor-
tioned among them in the compound ratio of
the geographical area and representation of
said States in the House of Representatives,

Sccond. That wherever there are public
lands in a State, subject to sale, at the regular
price of private ‘entry, the proportion of said
ten millions of acres falling to such State,
shall be selected from such lands within it ;
and that to the States in which there are no
such public lands, Innd-scrir shall be issued
to the amount of their djstributive shares re-

ctively, said scrip not to be entered by said

tates, but to be sold by them, and subject to
entry by their assignees. - Provided, Thatnone
of it shall be sold at less than one dollar per
acre, under penalty of forfeiture of the same
to the United States.

Third. That the expenses of the manage-
ment and superintendence of said lands, and
of the moneys received therefrom, shall be
paid by the States to which they may belong,
out of the Treasury of said States.

Fourth. That the gross proceeds of tho sales
of such lands, or land-serip, so granted, shall
be invested by the several States in safe stocks,
to constitute a perpetual fund, the principal of
which shall remain forever undiminished. and
the interest to be appropriated to the mainte-
nance of the indigent insane within the several
States.

Fifth, That annual return of lands or serip
sold shall be made by the States to the Secre-
tary of the Interior, and the whole grant be sub-
ject to certain conditions and limitations pre-
geribed in the bill, to be assented to by legisla-
tive acts of said States. '

This bill, therefore, proposes that the federal
government shall make provision,tothe amount
of the value of ten millions of acres of land, for
an eleemosynary object within the several
States, to be administered by the political au-
thority of the same; and it presents, at the
threshold, the question whether any such act
on the part of the federal govurnment is war
ranted and sanctioned by the Constitution, the
provisions and principles of which are to be
protected and sustained as a first and pora-
mount duty.

It cannot be questioned, that if Congress
have power to make provision for the indigent
insane without the limits of this District, it has
the same power to provide for the indigent
who are not insane, and thus to transfer o the
federal government the charge of all the poor
in all the States. It has the same power to

vide hospitals and other loeal establish-
ments for the care anfl cure of every species of
human infirmity, and thus to assume all that
duty, of either public philanthropy or public
necessity, to the dependent, the urﬁhnn, the
sick, or the needy, which is now discharged by
the States themselves, or by corporate institu-
tions, or private endowments, existing under
the legislation of the States. The whole ficld
of public beneficence is thrown open to the
care and culture of the federal government.
(Generous impulses no longer encounter the
limitations and contral of our imperious funda-
mental law. For, however worthy may be the
resent object in itself, it is only one of a class.
f: is not exelusively worthy of benevolent re.
ﬁ:trd. Whatever considerations dictate sympa-
thy for this particular object, apply in like man-
ner, if notin the same degree, to idioey, to phy-
sical diseu.ue,é,o ex’tlremc t]n-ffliill}liun. If Con-
ﬁ:m may and ought to provide for any one of
these objects, it may and ought to provide for
them all. And, if it be done in this case, what
answer ghall be given, when Congress shall
Le called upon, as it doubtless will be, to
pursue a similar course of legislation in the
others? It will obviously be vain to reply that
the object is worthy, but that the applieation
has taken a wrong direction. The power will
have been deliberately assumed, the general
obligation will, by this act, have been acknow-
ledged, and the question of means and expe-
dieney will alone be left for consideration. The
decision upon the principle in any one case
determines it for the whole class. The ques-
tion presented, therefore, clearly is upon the
constitutionality and propriety of the federal
government assuming to enter into a novel
and vast field of legslation namely—that of
providing for the eare and support of all those,
among the people of the United States, who
by any form of calamity become fit objects of
publie philanthirophy.

I mdiz, and I trust, feelingly acknow-
ledge the®uty incumbent on us all, as men
nnf:itizens, and ns among the highest and
holiest of our dutics, to provide for those
who, in the mysterious order of Providence,
are subject to want, und to disease of body or
mind ; but I cannot find any authority in “the
Constitution for making the federal government
the almoner of public¢ charity throughout
the United States. ]}'o do so, would, in my
judgment, beeonln? to the letter and spirit of
the Constitution, and subversive of the whole
theory upon whicn the union of these Smtes
is founded. And if it were admissible to con-
template the exercise of this er for any ob-
ject whatever, I cannot avoid the belief that it
would in the end be prejudicial, rather than
beneficial, to the noble offices of charity to have
the charge of them transferred from the States
to tbaw feni gu;-emrrlsfnt. Are we not too
prone orget that the federal Union is the
creature of the Btates, not they of the fedem‘i
Union? We were the inhabitants of colonies
distinet in local government one from {he

other, before the Revolation. By that Revoly.
tion, the colonies each became an independent
State. They achieved that independence, and
secured its recognition, by the agency of «
consulting body, which from being an assembly
the ministers of distinct sovereiguties, in.
to agree to, no form of government
not leave the domestic concerns of
to itsell was s iately denomi.
When having tried the ex-
nmnfeduaﬁon, resolved to
for the present federal Union, and
on t&:’fhdenl gnuTnment m:;rs
authority, - serupulonsly measu
of the functions i

s

o
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States? Can it be claimed that any of these

funetions of local administration and legisla-

tion are vested in the federal government, by

any implication ? I have never found anything

in the Constitution which is susceptible of

such a construction. No one of the enumerated

powers touches the su!:liuct, or has ever a re-

mote analogy to it. The powers conferred

upon the United States have reference to fed-

eral relations, or to the means of accomplishing

or executing things of federal relation. So,

also, of the same character are the powers

taken away from the States by enumeration.

In either case, the powers granted and the

powers restricted were so granted or so re-

stricted, only where it was requisite for the

maintenance of peace and harmony between

the States, or for the purpose of protecting

their common interests, and defending their

common sovercignty against aggression from

abroad, or insurrection at home. -

I shall not discuss at length the question of
power somelimes claimed for the general gov-

ernment under the clause of the eighth see-

tion of the Constitution, which gives Congress

the power “to lay and collect taxes, duties,

imposts, and excises, to pay debts and provide
for the common defence and general welfare
of the United States,” because if it has not
already been settled upon sound reason and

authority it never will be.. I take the received
and just construction of that article, as if writ-
ten to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts,
and excises, to provide for the common de-
fence and general welfare. It is not a sub-
stantive general power to provide for the wel-

fare of the United States, but is a limitation
on thé grant of power to raise money by taxes,
duties,andimposts. I7it were othevrwise, all the
rest of the Constitution, consisting of caretully-
enumerated and eauntiously-guarded grants of
specific powers, would have been-uscless, if not
delusive. It would be impossible, in that view,
toescape from theconclusion that these were in-
serted only to mislead for the present, and, in-
stead of enlightening and defining the pathway
of the future, to involve its action in the.mnzes
of doubtful construction. Such a conclusion
the character of the men who framed that sa-
cred instrument will never permit us to form,
Indeed, to suppose it susceptible of any other
construction, would be to consign all the rights

of the States, aud of the people of the States,
to the mere discretion of Congress, and thus to
clothe the federal government with authority
to control the sovereign States, by which they
would have been dwarfed into provinces or de-
partments, and all sovercignty vested in an

absolute consclidated central power, against
which the spirit of liberty has o often, and in
80 many countries, strugeled in vain, In my
judgment, you cannot, hy tributes to humanity,
make any any adequate compensstion for the
wrong you would inflict, by removing the
sonrees of power and political action from those
who are to be thereby affected. If the time
shall ever arrive when, for an object appealing
however strongly to our sympathies, the dignity
of the States shall bow to the dictation of Con-
gress, by conforming their legislation thereto,
when the power, and majesty, and honor, of
those who created shall become snhordinate to
the thing of their creation, 1 but feebly utter
my apprehensions when I express my firm
conviction that we shall see “the beginning of
the end.”

Fortanately, we are not left in doubt as to
the purposes of the Constitution, any more than
as to its express language; for although the
history of its formation, as recorded in the
Madison papers, shows that the federal govern-
ment, in its present form, emerged from the
conflict of opposing izfluences, which have
continued to divide statesmen from that day to
this, yet the rule of clearly defined powers and
of striet construction presided over the actual
conclusion and subsequent adoption of the
Constitution, President Madison, in the “Fed-
eralist,” says: “The powers delegated by the
proposed Constitution are few and deltlued.
Those which are to remnin in theé State gov-
ernment are numerous and indefinite.  Its [the
general government’s] jurisdietion extends to
certain enumerated oljects only, and leaves to
the several States a residuary and inviolable
sovercignty over all other objects.”

In the same spirit, President Jefferson in-
vokes “the support of the State governments in
all their rights, as the most competent admin-
istrations for our domestic concerns, and the
surest bulwarks against anti-republican tenden-
cies.” And President Jackson said that our
true strength and wisdom are not promoted by
invasions of the rights and powers of the seve-
rul States, but that, on the contrary, they con-
gist, “not in binding the States more closely to
the centre, but in leaving each more unob-
stroeted in its proper orbit.”

The framers of the Constitation, in refusing
to confer on the federal government any juris-
diction over these purely loeal objects, in my
judgment, manifested a wise forecast and broad
comprehension of the true iuterests of these
objects themselves. Tt is olear that pullic
charities within the States can be efliciently ad-
ministered only by their authority. The bill
before me concedes this, for it does not commit
the funds it provides to the administration of
any other authority.

‘Cannot but repeat'what 1 have hefore ex-
rresscd, thatif theseveral States—many of which
ive nlready laid the foundation of munificent
establishments of local beneficence, afid nearly
all of which are proceeding to establish them—
shall be led to suppose, as. should this DLill De-
come a law they will be, that Congress is to
make provision for such objeets, the fountains
of charity will be dried up st home ; and the
several States; instead of bestowing their own
means on the social wants of their own people,
may themselves, through the strong temptation
which appeals to States as to individuals, be-
come humble suppliants for the bounty of the
federal government, reversing their true rela-
tion to this union. ’
Having stated my views of the limitation of

sixth articls, bearing directly upon the ques- ||
tion under consideration, which, instead of aid-
ing the claim to

explain
su Fport, _cannot regard ns questionable. The
third section of the fourth article of the Con-
stitution is in the following terme: “ The Con- | t
gresa shall have power to dispese of and make

Terri or
Uniwﬂnu; and i :
shall be so construed as to pnqali_een:dumg
ofthaUnitedﬂgduorof 1y particular State.
The sixth article ia as :EOCI, to wit,,

4 all debts contracted and e
into, before Lh:li ldophd ion of Constitution,
on one or another of the | shall be as valid aga
under this Constitution, as
tion.” For a correct understandi
used in the third section of the fourth article,
above quoted, reference should be had to the
history of the times in which the Constitution
was formed and adopted.
on, in convention, on the 17th September, 1787,
and by it Congress was empowered “to dis-
Eeue of,” &e., “the territory or other property

other

inst the United States,
under the confedera-
of the terms

It was decided up-

longing to the United States.” The only

territory then belonging to the United States
was that them recentl
States, to wit, by New York in 1781, by Vir-
ginia. in 1784, by Massachusetts in 1785, and

ceded by the several

y South Carolina in August, 1781, only the

month before the formation of the Constitution.
The cession from Virginia contained the fol-
resouirces of wealth, the punishment of crimes | lowing provision: “That all the lands within
the territory 50 ceded to the United States and
not reserved for or appropriated to any of the
before-mentioned purposes, or dis
hounties to the officers and soldiers of the
American army, shall be considered a common
fand for the use and benefit of such of the Uni-

of in

ted States ns have become or shall become
members of the confederation or federal alli-
ance of the said States, Virginia included, ac-
cording to their usual respective gfopuruc)us
in the general charge and expenditure, and
shall be faithfully and bona fide disposed of for
thit purpose, and for no.other unse or pulmose
whatsoever.” Here the object for which these
lands are to be disposed of is clearlyset forth,and
the power to dispose of them granted by the
Lhirtll section of the fourth article of the Constitu-
tion clearly contemplates such disposition only.
If such be the fact,and in my mipd there can be
no doubt of it, then you have again not only
no implication in favor of the contemplated
grant, but the strongest authority against it.
Furthermore, this bill is in violation of the
faith of the government, pledged in the act of
January 28, 1847, The nineteenth section of
that act declares: “That for the payment of
the stock, wh'ch may be created under the pro-
visions of this uet, the sales of the public lands
are hereby pledged; and it is hereby made the
duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to use
and apply all moneys, which may be received
into the Treasury for the sales of the public
lands, after the first day of January, 1848, first,
to pay the interest on all stocks issued by vir-
tue of this act; and secondly, to use }ha bal-
ance of said receipts, after paying the interest
aforesaid, on the Puruhase of said stocks at
their market value,” &e. The debts then con-
tracted have not “been liquidated, and the lan-
gnage of this.section, and the obligations of
the United States under it, are too plain to
need comment.

1 have been unable to discover any distine-
tion, on constitutional grounds, or grounds of
expediency, between an appropriation of ten
millions of dollars, directly from the money in
the Treasury, for the object contemplated, and
the appropriation of lands 'Fresemmi for my
sanction ; and yet I cannot doubt, that if the
hill proposed ten millions of dollars from the
Treasury of the United States, for the support
of the indigent insane in the several States,
that the constitutional question involved in the
act would have attructed foreibly the attention
of Congress.

| rea]_mctl'u]]y submit that, in a constitutional
point of view, it is wholly immaterial whether
the appropriation be in money or in land.

The publie domain is the common property
of the Union, just as much as the surplus pro-
ceeds of that, and of duties on imports remain-
ing unexpended in the treasury. As such,it
has been pledged, is now pledged, and may
need to be so pledged again for public indebt-
edness.

As property it is distinguished from actual
money chiefly in this respect, that its profita-
ble management sometimes retﬁuires that por-
tions of it be appropriated to local objects in
the States wherein it may happen to lie; as
would be done by any prudent proprietor to
euliance the sale-value of his private domain,

Al such grants of land are, in fact, o dis-
posal of it for value received, but they afford

no precedent or constitutional reason for giving
away the public lands. Btill less do they give
sanction to appropriations for objects which
have not been entrusted to the federal govern-
ment, and therefore belong exclusively to the
States.

To assume that the public lands are appli-
cable to ordinary State objects, whether of pub-
lic structures, police, charity, or expenses of
State administration, would be to disregard
the amount of the value of the public lands, all
the limitations of the Constitution, and con-
fonnd to that extent all distinctions between
the rights and powers of the States and those
of the United States. IMor if the public lands
may be applied to the support of the poor,
whether sane or jnsane ; if thedisposal of them
and their proceeds be not subject to the ordi-
nary limitations of the Constitution, then Con-
Frcaa possesses nunqualified power to provide
or expenditures in lllle States by means of the
public lands, even to the degree of defraying
the salaries of governors, judges, and all other
expenses of the government and internal ad-
ministration within the several States.

The conclusion, from the general survey of
the whole subject, is to my mind irresistible,
and closes the question lmtﬁ of right and of ex-
pediency, so far as regards the prineiple of the
u;!pmlpriatiou proposed in this bill. Would not
the admission of such a power in Congress to
dispose of the public domain, work the practi-
cal abrogation of some of the most important
provisions of the Constitution?

If the systematic reservation of a definite
portion of the publie lands, (the sixteenth sec-
tions,) in the States, for the purposes of educa-
tion, and occasional grants for similar purposes,
be cited as contradicting these conclusions, the
answer, ag it appears to me, is obvious and sat-
isfactory. Such rcservations and grants, be-
sides being a part of the conditions on which
the proprietary right of the United States is
maintained along with the eminent domain of
a particular State, and by which the public
land remains free from taxation in the State in
which it lies, ns long as it remains the property
of the United States, are the acts of a mere
land-owner disposing of a small share of his
property in & way to augment the value of the
residue, and in this mode to encourage the
early occupation of it by the industrious and
intelligent pioneer.

The great example of apparent donation of
lands to the States, likely to be relied upon as
sustaining the principles of this bill, is the re-
linquishment of swamp lands to the States in
which theyare situated ; but this also, like other
grants already referred to, was based expressly
upon grounds clearly distinguishable in prin-
cirle from any which can be assumed for the
bill herewith returned, viz., upon the interest
and duty of the proprietor. They were charged,
and not without reason, to be a nuisance to the

inhabitants of the surrounding country. The
measure wni
ground of the disease inflicted upon the people
of the States, which the United States could
not justify as a just and honest proprietor, but
also upon an express limitation of the applica-
the powers conferred by the eighth section of | tion nfﬂ

the first article of the Constitution, I deem it | purposes of levees and drains, thus protectin
proper to eall attention to the third section of | the health of the inhabitants, and, at the same
the fourth article, and to the provisions of the | time, enbancing the vaine of the remaining

redicated, not only upon the

the proeeeds, in the first instance, to

ment.

ands belonging to the general
gress, while

It is not to be denied that

e ¢ to power, exercised in this case, | ndministering the public lands as a proprietor
tend, it i believed, strongly to illustrate and | within the prineiple distinetly announced in
rmmrmn, which, even without such | my annual

failed to distinguish accurately between objects

which are and which are not within its consti-

mes may sometimes have

ntional powers.
After the the most careful examination, I

of their cherished sov- | all needful rules and reguintions respecting the | find but two examples in the acts o!'Congnu]

E | Cause why? He

Lportlnd mloftb&mﬂﬁ’ddﬂh‘l
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um for the education of the deaf and dumb;
the second that of April 5th, 1826, making a
similar of land to the Kentucky asylum,

ing the deaf and dumb—the first,
more than thirty years after the adoption
of the Constitution, and the second more
than & quarter of s century ago. These
acts were t as to the amount ap-
propriated, and, so far as I can acertain,
were passed on two grounds: first, that the
object was & charitable one; and, secondly, that
it was national. To say that it was a charita-
table object, is only to say that it was an ob-
ject of ex proper for the competent
authority ; but it no more tended to show that
it was a proper object of expenditure by the
United States than is any other purely local
object ap to the best sympathies of the
human heart in any of the g: :

aug&eﬁim that a school for the mental culture
of the deaf and dumb in Connecticut, or Ken-
tucky, is & national object, only shows how
loosely this expression ﬂm been used, when
the was to procure appropriatiens by
Congress. It is not perceived how a school of
this character is otherwise national than is
any establishment of religious or moral in-
struction. Allthe pursuits of industry, every-
thing which the material or intellec-
tual well-being of the race, every ear of corn
or boll of eotton which grows is mational in
the same sense, for each one of these things
goes to swell the aggregate of national prosper-
ity and hapﬂnm of the United States; but it
confounds all meaning of language to say that
these things ake “national” as equivalent to’
“federal,” 8o as tocome within any of the classes
of appropriation for which Congress is author-
ized by the Constitation to legislate.

It is a marked point of tﬁa history of the
Constitution that, when it was proposed to em-
power Congress to establish a university, the

roposition was confined to the District intended
For the future seat of government 6f the United
States, and that even that proposed clause was
omitted in consideration of the exclusive pow-
ers conferred on Congress {b legislate for that
District. Could a more decisive indication of
the true construction and the spirit of the Con-
stitution, in regard to all matters of this nature,
have been given? It proves that such objects
were considered by the convention as apper:
taining to local legislation only that they were
not eomprehended, either expressly or by im-
plication, in the grant of general power to Con-
gress, and that consequently they remained
with the several States.

The general result at which I have arrived
is the necessary consequence of those views
of the relative nghts, powers, and duties of the
States and of the federal government, which I
have long entertained and often expressed,
and in reference to which my convictions do
but increase in force with time and experience.

I have thus discharged the unwelcome duty
of respectfully stating m{ objections to this
bill, with which I cheerfully submit the whole
subject to the wisdom of Congress.
FRANKLIN PIERCE.

Wasninaron, May 3, 1854,

Latest from Council Bluffs.—The Council
Blafls Bugle, of April 18, says:

“The delegaiion of Omahas, and Olees, who
visited Washington with Major Gutewood, have
Just returned home ; and as the treaties were not
ratified by the Senate, and are indefinitely post-
poned, the Indians are not in the most pleasant
mood, not knowing whether to prepare for re-
moval or fer the erops and hunt. This is a seri-
ons dilemma for the savages, as they have ne al-
ternative to their courss of operation, work in
time or steal and starve. Major Gatewood has not
yet returned, but is looked for in a few days, when

e will give the full particulars.
+

Boyhood of Disti ished Men.— Dryden
displayed no evicence of more than ordinary intel-
ligence until he reached mature manh 4 and
Johnson said of Goldsmith that he was * a plant
that flowered lute.” Schiller was a very idle schol-
ar, and much fonder of ball and leaping than of
books. The most interesting thing told of him as
a child by his biographer is, that once,in the midst
of a storm of thunder and lightning, he climhed a
tree, and when asked by his parents why he did
so replied, whispering : © That the lightning was
very beautiful, and he wished to see where it was
coming from." This story, il correct, furnishes an
illustration of the manner in which the young
mind delights to seek inforination for itsell in its
own way. Perhaps a still more characteristic an-
ecdote is that told of Smeaton, the architect of the
Eddystoue light house, who, when a boy in petti-
conts, was one day discovered on the top of his
father's house, in the actof fixing the model of a
wind-mill, which he had construected.

The great majority of the most distinguished
men, especially of those distinguished for their
power, have been altogether undistinguished in
their boyhood. Sir Isaac Newton, perhaps the
greatest man, stood very low in his class at school,
though he was fond ol mechanical pursuits, and
of drawing various natural objects. Sir David
Brewster says of him, that *“ when he arrived at
Trmity college, he brought with him a more slen-
der portion of science than falls to the lot of ordi-
nary scholars ; but this state of his acquirements,
was perhaps not unfuvorable to the developement
of his mental powers. Unexhausted by premature
growth, and invigorated by healthful repose, his
mind was the better fitted to make those vigorous
and rapid shoots which scon covered with {oliage
and fruit the genial soil to which it had been trans-
ferred.”

Sir Humphrey Davy said of himself: “I con-
sider it fortunate that [ was left so much to myself
when a child, and put upon no particular plan of
study; and that 1 enjoyed so much idleness at
Mr. Coryton's school, I perhaps owe to these
circumstances the little talents that 1 have, and
their peculiar application, What I am I have
made myself. I say this without vanity, and in

ure simplicity of heart.” And it is so in fact.
Lvery man who achieves greatness does so, not
throngh his acquirements under teachers when a
boy, but through his seli-education after he has
become a man.

We might adduce an immense number of in-
stances of positively stupid boys who have become
distinguished and highly useful men. Forinstance,
Isanc Barrow, the great divine, was in his boy-
hood chiefly distinguished by his propensity for
fighting, in which he got many a bloody nose; and
his father used 1o say that, if it pleased Ged to
take from him any of his children, he hoped it
might be lsaae, who was the least promising of
them all. And that prodigy of learning, Dr. Adamn
Clark, when a boy, was never happier than when
“rolling large stone about,” caring nothing for
learning or reading of any sort. But at this kind
of work he became “uncommonly hardy,” though
his father ﬁ:clnimed him to be a_most * grievous
dunce,” anks to Adam Clark's power of roll-
ing about the large stone in his boyhood, he was
afterwards able to roll about large thonghts in his

manhood, -
Napoleen and Wellington were both dull boys.
The former is :]ucrihedfytlwf‘ hess d’Abrant

And the |
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Senate,e= wm——. May 3, 1854.

Aﬂetpnlﬂmli
On motion by Mr. BRIGHT,
Resolved, That the 30th rule of the

“No asmendment proposing

shinll be ivod to any g 1 approp
it be made to carry out the providons of some
Inw, or some act or resolution prev
Sepste, duri i or moved
g of the & or in pur
estimate from the head of some of the departments; snd
no smendment shall be roceived, whose olject is to pro-
vide for & private elaim, unless it be to out tho pro-
vislons of an existing lnw or & treaty stipulation.”

BILLS REPORTED.

Mr. BUTLER, from the Commitice on the Ju-
diciary, reported back the bill from the Houue_ to
repeal part of an act entitled ** An act to provide
for the safe-keeping of the acts, records, and seal
of the United States, and for other Eur Dses.”
Also from the same committee, the bill 1o pra-
vide for the construction of a suitable building for
the accommodation of the district court of the
United States at Key West. 1
Mr. PETTIT, from the same committee,to which
was referred the resolution of the Senate inguir-
ing into the expediency of appointing a commis-
sion to revise the publie stututes of the Umte_d
States, to simplify their language, to correct their
incongruities, to supply their deficiencies, arrange
them ia order, and reduce them to one connected
text, reported that legi Was un ry on
the subject, and therefore nsked 1o be discharged
from the further consideration of said resolution.
Mr. BRODHEAD introduced a bill for the re-
lief of Jonas P. Levy and Jose Maria Jarrero, to
pay the amount of their claims which were re-
Jected by the late board of commissioners to*ex-
amine Mexican clnims.

tamdin i

INDIAN APP BDPI’EIATI ON BILL,

The Senate then resumed the consideration of
the Indian a[;{rm riation bill, '

Mr. WALKER moved to add to the bill an ap-
propriation of #300,000 for the payment of eiﬁul
millions of acres of land taken from the friendly
Creek Indians without compensation bythe treaty
of capitulation of Fort Jackson, in 1514.

Mr., W. addressed the Senate for some time in
supporfofl the amendment, when a message was
received from the President of the United Siates,
returning the bill granting land for the relief of the
indigent insane, with this objection thereto. The
appropriation bill was then postponed, and the
message was read

[The message
to-day’s Sentinel.]

Mr, FOOT moved that the message be entered
upon the journal, be printed, and laid on the table.
Argeed to.

Mr. HUNTER moved that 10,000 additional

the Senate.
Upon this motion a debate ensued, in which

Tennessee, sustained the bill, and controverted
the soundness of the ohjections to it stated in the
message, and Messrs, Huxrer, Toouss, BurLr,
DovGras, WELLEr, and Bavarp, sustained and
vindicated the President in his veto. Without
disposing of the motion to print, the Senate at a
late hour adjoured.

House of Representatives.
PUBLIC LANDS,

the legislature of Kentucky, asking an amendment
of the bounty land act of September, 1850. Re-
ferred to the Committee on Military Aflairs.

Also, the resolutions of the Legislature of that
State, nsking a donation of public lands for educa-
tional purposes. Referred to the Commitlee on
Public Lands.

FLOATING SCUHOOLS,

Mr. WALLEY presented the petition of the
executive of Massachusetts, and three hundred

the great scarcity of scamen, and the dependence
of our navy upon our mercantile marine for the
supply of seamen, o establish floaling schools in
scamen. HReferred 10 the Committee on Com-
merce,

Mr. FLORENCE made an ineflectnal effort to
have the vote of reference reconsidered, wishin
the petition sent to the Committee on Naval Af-
fairs, which, he said, has the subject under con-
sideration.

CIVIL SUPERINTENDENCY,
Mr. WALLEY likewise presented a memorial

from the mayor and two hundred and three other
citizens of Boston, asking that the army may be

the government may be superintended by civilians.
Referred to the select committee on the subject.

TERRITORIAL BUSINESS—COLORS.

in the chair, and r d the consideration of the

New Mexico, to gront donations to actual settlers
therein, and for other purposes.

Mr. HOWE, yesterday, had moved to strike out
the word “ white™ from the second section of the
bill ; so’as to givelands 1o persons without respect
to color. ;

Mr. DISNEY had moved to amend the section,
$0 as to read : “ That to every white male citizen
or every white male above the age of twenty-one
yenars, who has declared his intention to become a
ciuzen,” &c.

Mr, SMITH, of New York, said he could not
vote for the bill while the word “ white” remains
init. lle believed that every man was bound to
prefer his religion above all things else, whether
it be superstitious or true, false or sound. Such
a preference he claimed for himself. He believed,
on the authority of the Saviour, in the command
to do unto others as we would have others to do
unto us. This is the whole sum and substance of
Christianity. If the incarnate Son of God should
come among us, He would not, he believed, vote
to retain this word “ white,” We cannot aflord to
be atheists ; we must be men. We should be
careful not to wrong our fellow-man, when a sense
of revenge follows wrong. We should make the
divine standard the rule of our conduct. e
would have that great black man, Frederick
Douglas, come into this hall, and speak on this
bill. He wished that Dnuhghs could here, in his
rich, full voice, pour out the feelings of his beart.
He was sure the committee, by this means, would
be brought to repent of their purpose to retain
the word “white.” He hoped the commiltee
would show themselves 1o be wise; benevolent,
and true men. He could not comprehend why
there should be such an insanity against color.
He loved to recognise every man as his brother.

Mr. HOWE said it would be unjust to discrimi-
nate against color, whether of the pure Castilian
or mixed races, provided the persons were eciti-
zens ot the time of the treaty of Guadalupe Hi
dalgo; but whether citizens or not, he was not
disposed to discriminate against them, Because
we deny to the colored peaple political equality, it
does not follow that we should deny them the
right to live. Such a discrimination was unworthy
of the age in which we live. He understood that
they are entitled to vote in some of the States of
the Union. If in his power he would extend the
provisions of this bill to all, without regard to
color, that they might acquire homes for them-
selves and families. .

. Mr. DISNEY said it seemed to him that this

who krew him intimately when a child, as “hav-
ing good health, and in other respects he was like
other boys.” And she adds; uncles have a
thousand times assured me that Napoleon, in his
boyhood, lind none of that singularity of character
attributed to him.”

ﬂ—u-*—-.—
B&5™ They have some queer jurymen in Towa.
A few da‘ys since an old toper died rather sud-
denly, The coroner, in consequence, held an
1mﬁuent, listened to the testimony of a physician,
and was about rendering a verdict “ water on the
brain,” when Mr. Slocum Hepplepodis riz to ob-
Jeet.  “Mr. Coraner, I have known the deceased
for ten mortal years, and I know he has never
seen a sober moment in all that time. To say
that such a man can die of “water on the brain,”
is therefore d—d nonsense. It can't be dich
{e never took any into his system.
The true verdict, Mr. Ceroner, should be gin,
rum, or brandy on the brain; but, as I am wil-
ling to split the difference, i compromise, and
bring in a verdict as follows: “ Died from the
effects of brandy and water on the brain.” The
compromise was agreed to, and the verdict is a
of Towa.

Pennsylvania isBthe head-quarters of the doc-

muhsmf’ m?wn?: She rqdau;l one lhom'l'nd
un apot i fourt r i

the United Stl::)l. i s it

about phraseology was a small affair.
The gentleman onght 1o know it is not competent
for Congress: by any act to deprive the inhabitants
of New Mexico of any riglts guarantied to them
by the treaty of Guadalupe Hf: , because our
organic law declares that treatics shall be the su-
preme law of the land. ]
Mr. HOWE was perfectly aware of that, but
when, he said, we are legislating, granting lands
to cerlain persons, it does not ow neceasarily,
and by implication, that the provisions of the law
shall extend to all of the people,

Mr. DISNEY said that the point in controversy
was merely as to phraseology. He should con-
tent himsell with the declaration that it is not

com nt for a State to declare n citizens,
within the terms of the Constitution. It may de-
clare to be citizens within its own limits,

negroes
but no further. e believed with the gentleman
from South Carolina [Mr. Kxirr] that this is a
government of white people, and made for white

. HOWE asked the gentleman whether tho

be strict constructionists could find in the Con )

Senato 3
sirl that it will read a 3
by mmmmnw , ulannl.

will be found in another part of

copies of the message be printed for the use of

Messrs. Browx, Foor, Dixoy, Bery, and Joxzs, of

The SPEAKER presented the resolutions of

and seventy others, mostly members of the legis-
ture of that State, praying Congress, in view of

the harbors of the country for the instruction of

confined 1o military duties, and that civil works of

The House resolved itsell into a Committee of
the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr, Pueres

bill to establish the oflice ot surveyor general of

ights of the south have been violated, and
v G w their owne;n ?tnded;}nbo
tl s 5 freedom ; and, afier doing
 bave seduced the Slaves asked lt;t'i'lr

e

f r. Wane] whether black men
vote in that State and 'h!lh’u blacks and whites
Intle!m% DE J hey

r. - Just as they please about that.
Mr. KEITT. The white man who marries a
black woman must be so degraded ihat even such
a connexion will elevate him. ¥
he offered, namely, proposing to give lands 1o
those who are  not more than w-‘: p.

Mr. CAMBELL said the white people in Obio
were not in the habit of black people
He mpgm:d that was pretty much a matter of
taste. But he rose to put an inquiry to the gen-
tleman from South Carelina : If the whites do not
intermarry with the blacks in South Carolina®™n
accordance with a correct state of morals, how i
it there are so many mulattoes there 7

Mr. KEITT said that in his legislative expe-
rience, here and elsewhere, he had treated gentle-
men with propriety and the utmost kindness; but
when an indecent inquiry was made, be lreated
it as such. The member from Ohio asked him a
question relative to morals, His answer to the
member was, that if there are so many mulattoes
in South Carolina, they have sprung from free-

soilers. : /
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is not in
order.
Mr. CAMPBELL. I hope latitude will be al-

lowed.

The CHAIRMAN. I must enforce the rules,

Mr. CANPBELL. 1 should like to understand
the gentlemnan.

r. COBB. Oh,never mind; you'll get up a
fuss.

After further proceedings, the amendment of
Mr. Dissey was agreed 1o, and the bill laid aside
to be reported to the House.

The committee then took up the bill 10 amend
the act approved September 27, 1850, to create the
office of surveyor.generdl of the public lands in
Oregon, &ec., and also the act amendatory thereof,
approved February 19, 1853.

millee rose,
v And the House adjourned.

Supreme Court of the United States,
Wepxespay, May 3, 1854,

John A, Linton, esq., of Washington, D. C.,
and Hon. David %mﬁm, and H. Hepburn, esq.
of Pennsylvania, were admitted attorneys an
counsellers of this court.

No. 99. Joseph Guitard et al. vs. Henry
Stoddard. The ment of this cause was
continued b Mr.%mu, for the plaintiff in
error, and by Mr. Reverdy Johnson, for the
defendant in error, and by Mr. Geyer, for the
plaintiffs im error,

Adjourned till to-morrow, at 11 o'clock, a. m.

From the Chicl Intellig
Latest from the Plains—Pursuit of the Mur-
dererof Colonel Stem and Mr. Lepperman—

Arrest and Death of Okeyot.

We are indebted to the kindness of a friend
at Fort Washita for the inspection of letters
from Fort Arbuckle, under date of the 19th in-
stant, from which we compile the following de-
tails respecting the murder of Colonel Stem
and Mr. Lepperman, and the subsequent fate
of one his murderers, from which it appears
that Colonel Stem and Mr. Lepperman were re-
turning home from San Antonio, by the way
of Fort Belknap. Their baggage-wagon had
broken a wheel about twelve miles from the
fort, and they, in a carriage drawn by two mules,
started shead, expecting to reach the fort that
nisht. At this point they were seen by two
Indians, one a Kickapoo, named Bqun ua, or
Polecat, and a one-eyed half-breed Hiankshaw,
named Okeyot; having in company a little
boy, some eleven years of age, who since has
given thege particulars. Polecat p Lill-
ing Messra. Stem and Lepperman, and ordered
the boy to stay behind and “mind the packs.”
Okeyot fired, and the ball passed to the side of
the seat of the carriage without striking. The
mules then ran off, drnﬁlging the carriage about
two hundred yards off the road. Colonel Stem
and Mr. Lepperman then hot.hed'umped out, and
being, as we sn}:roﬂe, unarmed, were killed by
& tomahawk and a rifle—the latter used as a
club. A carpet-bag, pair of saddle-bags, shot-
‘gun, and the coats and hats of the murdered
men were taken by the Indians, also the mules.
When the intelligence of this reached Fort
BeJknap, Lieutenant Tree, with a party of dra-
%oons, was sent out to pursue the murderers.

aking with him the broken rifle, he trailed
them for several hundred miles, and found it to
be identified by many of a party of Wacoes,
under Aqua Quash, as belonging to Polecat
and Okeﬁmt, Kickapoos, having in company &
boy. While on the trail, he found a boy's moe-
casin, confirming the testimony of the %(aeoes.
In consequence of heavy rains, the trail was
obliterated at Red River, when Lieutenant Tree
returned to Fort Belknap, and thence was or-
dered to Fort Arbuckle.

Upon learning of this sad oulrage, Captain
Simmons sent for Beaver, the well-known Dela-
ware ; and, from information gained from him,
was induced to believe that the murderers were
in the camp of Mosqua, a Kickapoo, whose
village is near Fort Arbuckle. On the morning
of the 16th, a couple of the Kickapoos came in
with the intelligence that Okeiot Wwas 8 prison-
er, and would be brought in. In the afternoon
Mosqua came in, bringing with him the boy
who gave the information respecting the mur-
der here detailed. .About an hour afferwards,
intelligence arrived that the prisoner had at-
tempted to escape and was killed. A pert'y was
sent to look for his body, which was found,
Eierced by a ball and cut by a tomahawk. The

ickapoos had laid in wait all night for the
murderers, and towards day-break’ ngprehend—
ed the half-breed, or “one eyed man" Okeyot,
tied him and placed him on a horse to 'I'.:X:g
him to the garrison. When the party had got
to the branch “on this side ofP‘ Cl’c;nd's old
house,” the prisoner sprang from his horse and
made at Johnson (s Kickapoo) with the inten-
tion of seizing his rifle and shooting him, there-
by to effect his escape. But Johuson raised his
rifle and him dead. Thus ends the career
of one of them. The other, known as Morgan,
Polecat, and Lequaqua, is still at large, but, it
is said, will certainly be taken, or kilm in the
attempt. This we sincerely hope for the sake
of humanity and the laws.

. We cannot help here remarking the care-
lessness of these two travellers in thus risking
themselves to the accidents of travel without
better weapons. That two persons should be
ap&roocheg and killed by an equal number
with no other weapons than a tomahawk an
an unloaded rifle, 18 an event that should strike

one as a strange casualty, 1
Kickapoo chief, Mosqua, expresses his
great gratification that Captain Simmons had
not attacked his camp, and says that “no bad
Kickapoo shall live in his camp, and if the
whites do not hunt them up he will.” Certain-
ly his promptitude in this affair would give
earnest of his honest intentions.

“Who made you ?” inquired a lady teacher
o{ & lubberly boy, who had lately joined her
class, :

“I don’t know," said he.

et S RS | bl o St e
exican su

Mr. DISNEY replied, it was intended to apply | i8 little Dick Fulton ; he is only three, and he
to every white citizen, under the treaty of Guada- | can tell, dare say. Come hlni"ﬂhpm made
lupe Hidalgo, which is the supreme law of the you "
land. : “Dd L ]w m

Mr. WADE said he did not know what this | « There,” M‘%. mhnnﬂy
mnmnshutodownhmﬂlororuynn- “1 kn h.“n".'.-hr"’ 1

Was not sure that he himself would be con- | ° SO " said the g

sidered orthodox, were he down to strict Well, he ’ e gty i
riuub discipline, [Laughter.] He denied that | 'uin’t, t while ago since he was
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fill. Truly hath
mouth of
been ordained.
that widowed
gcene with her little daughter.
She knelt, at the accustomed hour, to
God foe the mercies of Ui day, and
care throug! coming.
came the earnest “God
and”’—but the
hands une ,
wonder met the mother’s eye, as
D T cannos youy Bt
neeling child: “I cannot pray
m!"s Since her little lips bad been able
form the dear name, she had

upon it; it foll )
mmp;:,fo’rhe 1

H
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had said that must

her father out! No wonder that the

she
said : “ 0, mother, I cannot leave him all out ;
let me say ‘ thank God that T had o dear father
once!” so I can still go on, and him in
my prayers.” And so she always
my stricken heart learned n lesson from the
loving ingenuity of my child. Remember to
thank God for mercies past, as well as to ask
blessings for the future. 3

“Oaprune’ o A Russiany Vesser.—A let-
ter from Waterford, published in the Tipperary
Free Press, gives the following version of the
seizure of the Russian ship Gorden :

“We have had an affair here which might
well be called *serio-comic,” partaking in some
degree of the warlike and the ridicalous. It
appears that a report of a Russian merchant-
vessel being seen off the coast caused our rev-
enve-cutter, well manned and armed, to pro-

After debate on various amendments, the com- L 5 immediately out to give u’good account of

her. High expectations of a rich prize cheered
the heargts of l:;:u' jolly and gallant tars, who,
the moment they hove in sight, ‘gave her a
shot in the locker,’ soon after boarded her, and
bauled down at once the Russian flag, giving
three cheers for the Queen and a stave of ‘Rule
Britannia’ in fine style. The captain of the brig
uietly submitted to his conglerors, and unre-
sistingly suffered his doomed ship to be stecred
in port. What a singular circumstance, that
the first bloodless victory over the Autocrat of
all the Russias should be thus achieved within
the view of the old urbs intucta! No' wonder
that feelings of pride and exultation should
redominate ; but alas ! they were only of short
Sura'tion, for when the Russian captain found
it convenient to make himself intelligible to
his captors, they discovered to their Erenz dis-
may and disappointment that ‘gheylr had only
caught a tartar, who had cunningly the night
before struck o bargain for both ship and cargo
with a Waterford merchant, for a sum said to
be under £3,000."— London Times, April 4,

Trk Corumsus (Onto) JoursaL states that
a police officer was shot on the 27th ultimo,
while attempting to arrest a burglar. After
committing the act, the villain was pursued l;{
two officers, but he escaped. The wound
man was still alive, but no hopes were enter-
tained of his recovery.

Waere Suies Go.—It is stated officially that
as far as can be ascertained, nearly 800 wrecks
with the loss of about 870 lives occurred on
the coasts and within the seas of the United
Kingdom in the year 1853. In the terrible
gale of January, 1854, 257 wrecks occurred,
with the loss of 486 lives. In the year 1852,
the total number of wrecks was 1,1 gﬂ, and the
loss of life upwards of 900.

- From the Portlund Advertiser. NS

Old Gold Mines.—There is now no longer
reaxon to doubt the existence of gold in Maine.
We have several limes alluded to the discoveries
in Franklin county, on the tributaries of the Sand
river, and are requested to give, in a connect
form, what little we know of the matter.

Mr. William ITankerson, areturned Californian,
and a gentleman of discernment, was the first dis-
coverer of these mines, Yellow grains which he
found among the sands of the eastern branch of
Sandy river, in Madrid, he at once pronounced to
be gold of a superior unlil{. This we believe
was in the sumuner of 15652, lle commenced pros-
pecting. With what result is to be inferred from
the fact that he shortly after purchased a strip of
land on the eastern branch. Durinﬁll'ast senson,
with what bands he could procure, he worked a
Eorticm of this, and took therefrom, it is said, seven

undred dollars worth of ore. A boarding-house
was erected on the ground for the accommodation
of workmen, This year, we learn, that he is to re-
sume operations with all the hands he can pro-
cure, sanguine of the largest success.

The discoveries of the eastern branch led 1o
prospecting in adjoining sections, Gold was also
discovered in the town of Salem, on another tribu-
tary of the Sandy river ; and infinitesimal particles
of the precious metal are found below, along the
shpres of the main river.

—————

Ravages of the Teredo.—There was a vessel
hauled on one of our rn_ilwaya, lnst week which
exhibited a curions specimen of the destructive
nature of the Teredo, or ship borer. Schooner
Sarah Jane, buiit in Marblehead only about two
years ngo, was Inid up in one of the Beverly
docks the succeeding winter, and in Salem during
the last. The keel was made a comglele honey-
comb, and hadto be entirely removed, as well as
several of the planks. Some of the worms,
several inches long, were found in the cavilies
which they had bored. There was scarcely .a
foot of the keel that would sustain its own weight.
The vessel is now upon the lower railway, and it
is worth any body's while to tuke a look at the
thoroughly bored fragments of the keel.

[ Gas.
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 Fatal Accident.—Ellen 8, Hawks, only child
of Mr. Hilkiah Hawks, of Greenfield, was so badly
injured by hot maple syrup, on Thursday the 15th,
that she died on the following Saturday. She was
residing at her _P-rudralhcr'a (Mr. Samuel Fisk’s)
in Shelburne. Two of Mr. Fisk's sons were en-
gaged in putting a boiler'of hot syrup on the stove,
near which the child was sitting on a blanket on
the floor, when one of the handles of the boiler
gave way, apiﬁing most af the syrup on the floor,
a portion of which ran on to the and lower
part of the limbs of the child. .
| Greenfield (Muss.) Gazette.

07" Two young ladies of Lawrence, Massa-
chusetts, Emily A. Lake and Augusta H. Rams-
dell, who had given themselvea somewhnt to spirit-
ual rappings, thought it would be a pretty idea to
take & trip to the spirit land in‘company, and ac-
cordingly, one day week, they partook freely
of laudanum, as a hielp to their journey. Miss Lake
died from the effects of the poison ; but Misa Rams-
dell, disturbed by the groans of her feilow-suflerer,
awoke and ed np what she had taken, full
enred of the delusion under which she had labored.
This case proves the donger of nmpts-h“,dad
young ladies attempting to entertain an idea.

—_—

Movemenis of Ocean Sieamers.

FROM UNITED STATES.

Ships. Leavos, For. Date.
Asinesseesense . New York..Liverpool..May 2

Pacific. .. ..., ..New York..Liverpool .. .May 13
Africas s oov o New York

Cannda.... ....Boston ....Liverpool.. . May 24
PROM EUROPE.

Pacific s s+« vs s+ Liverpool . .New York..April 19
Affica. ... .v. oo Liverpool .. New Yo '..A;rﬂ 2
‘Washi ge-u....qu York. . April g
e e Yo ::EI_.i:wl orpoot - May 3

i

Northern Light...New York..San Juan...May &
North Star New York..Aspinwall..May &
Illinoie . -New York..Aspinwall .. May &
Union. . »New York..Havre.....May 0
G W .uooos s New York. . «+«May 10
Black Warrior..New York..Havana....May 10
Arabin.....ovs n ...« .. Liverpool .. May 10

-«umlu ou-ly 'y A




